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MEMNTALITIES

developed and marketed in the 1950 and
their wie 35 now widespread, including tor
individuale who never come into contace
with specialise mental health services.
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JOAN BUSFIELD

MENTALITIES

Mentalitive are individual and collective
farme of constiolsness, interpregation and
action. As o technical term mentaline yoes
bevand collevtive jmerests in order to
explain the cmergenee of common wtereses
within hyterogeneous soctal proups. Men-
wlities are not only ravonal ideas, but radher
encompas the emotional and irtstional
dimension of human consciousness, The
voncept of mentdicy analyzes collective
actions  through mental dispositions  and
warld-views thar undethie the particular
contents of Individul comrionsaess. Men-
ralities mwediate between the indwviduoal and
the collecoive. L‘sprd;a”j-' as they concem
collective atgeudes wowards hie, death, child-
hood, sexuality. love, family. health and
illness and uther aspects of everyday life.
Tiw French socioloygrst Ermle Durkheirn
was the tirst to bndge the gap between the
individual and the collective level through
the concepts of the consaence allecre and
the wepresentarfons coffestives. Fhis approach
was taken up by the French Aupales schoal
around Lacien Febwvre and Mare Dloch in
the 19205 They apphed the concept of
mentalities to the history of wedieval and
carly muodern sociery. A sccond generation

of Anmaies historuans after 1045, led by

356

Fernand DBraudel, overcame the hugh cul-
ture bias of the tirst generaton by using
quantitative  and  sttdsncal  methods 1o
describe the histoncal cveles of economic and
soctd] merealities, Ir was ehe third generation
afrer 1970 (represenred by Georges Duby,

facques LeGotl Le Rov Ladurie), that

reonented the Awmmnles schoo! theoretically
around the roncept of menality by comi-
binnyg history wath anthropoelogy, sociology
and psychology.

But there have heen ather traditons as
well. Norbert Elias  explained modern
civilizations through the taming and dis-
ciplining tunctian of collective mencalities.
German and - Anglo-Auncrican historans
atrd social scientises have focused more on
sociaf and coftural represemeations. Recent
debares  have  cnjticized  the  descriptive
approachk of the Auaaler schaol and reor
iented  mentalinwes  towards  the  original
question of why and how collective action
1 possible and how colleetive mientalities
develop. In current histonography men-
ralines are often pndentood a5 ‘collective
reprosentations’ and  the history of mep-
talittes has becarne air cstablished part of
vultura) history and socal anthropalogy.
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